
Advent Countdown

Collect the following objects. You can use figures from your nativity set. Because I put my 
objects in small advent calendar drawers, I purchased a miniature nativity set to use. But you 
can use large figures and present them in gift bags, stockings or mini packages. 

Cut out the verse associated with each item and put in the packaging as well. In case you 
need to change/substitute a different idea/object, there are some blank spaces so you can 
write your own text.

Once your child has opened an item, allow him to decorate with it or keep it in a special box, 
where he can access and play with it.

25. Apple (miniature/artificial/real)

24. Feather from angel's wing

23. Mary

22. Joseph

21. Star of David (charm/ornament)

20. Donkey

19. Straw (raffia)

18. Swaddling cloths (torn fabric/linen)

17. Cattle (toy cow/horse)

16. Sheep

15. Angel 

14. Music (musical note ornament/printed 
lyrics of “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”)

13. Shepherd

12. Wise Men

11. Star (ornament/miniature item)

10. Sand (mini vial/bottle of sand)

9. Three Gifts (chocolate/plastic gold coin)

8. Crown

7. Candle (birthday candle/votive)

6. Cross (charm/ornament/make out of two 
sticks)

5. Holly (artificial/real)

4. Snowflake 

3. Candy Cane (real)

2. Heart

1. Baby Jesus

For more on celebrating Advent, visit www.mustardseeds.t ypepad.com



25
Apple

Did you know that the Christmas story begins in the Garden of Eden?

To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about  
which I commanded you; Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you  
will eat food from it all the days of your life.” So the LORD God banished him from the  
Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. Genesis 2:17,23

Because of Adam and Eve's sin, they (and we) are separated from God. But, 
many, many years later, God would send a way for us to live with him the 
garden again...through a Baby named Jesus.

24
Feather from the 

Angel's Wing

God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be  
married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  
The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is  
with you.”  But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor  
with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.”  
Luke 1:16-18, 20-31

Can you imagine seeing an angel—up-close and in-person? Mary must have 
been very surprised. What do you think Gabriel's wings looked like?

23
Mary

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might  
be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God.  
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” [not married] The  
angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will  
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. “I am the 
Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel  
left her. Luke 1:29-30, 34-35, 38

Mary was a very brave young lady. She trusted God even though she was afraid.

22
Joseph

Yesterday, we talked about how God sent an angel to tell Mary about his plans 
for her to have his Son. God also sent an angel to tell Joseph his plans. Joseph 
and Mary were planning to get married. 

. . . an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do  
not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from  
the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,  
because he will save his people from their sins.”  Matthew 1:20-21 
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21
Bethlehem 

(Star of David)

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire  
Roman world. And everyone went to their own town to register. So Joseph also went up 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because  
he belonged to the house and line of David. Luke 2: 1, 3-4

A census is a way to count all the people. Since Joseph was related to David, he had to go 
to David's town to be counted. That town was Bethlehem. This star is called the Star of 
David.

20
Donkey

He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was  
expecting a child. Luke 2:5

It was a long journey to Bethlehem . While Joseph walked, Mary rode on a 
donkey by his side. I'm sure she was tired and uncomfortable since she was so 
pregnant.

19
Straw

And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in  
a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. Luke 2:7

Since they couldn't find a room to stay in, they didn't have any pillows or a bed. 
Instead, they used what they found in the stable—straw. Straw would have 
make their sleeping area a little softer.

18
Swaddling 

Cloths

This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.  
Luke 2:12

What are swaddling cloths? They were cloths that they wrapped babies in. 
Today, we wrap babies in blankets. The cloths kept Jesus warm. Let's sing 
“Away in the Manger” together.

17
Cattle

Why was Jesus born in a stable or barn next to cows and goats and horses?

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city  
of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David; to  
enroll himself with Mary, who was betrothed to him, being great with child. And it  
came to pass, while they were there, the days were fulfilled that she should be  
delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son; and she wrapped him in  
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them 
in the inn.  Luke 4: 4-7 (ESV)

Many, many people had come to Bethlehem to be counted in the census. By the 
time Mary and Joseph had arrived, there weren't any rooms left in any of the 
inns (hotels). We know that they stayed in a stable because Mary laid Jesus in a 
manger. A manger is a trough—something you put food in to feed your cattle. A 
manger would only be found in a barn. 
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16
Sheep

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks  
at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around  
them, and they were terrified. Luke 4:8-9

The shepherds and the sheep were sleeping in the darkness when the angel 
appeared. It must have taken them quite by surprise. The shepherds were the 
first people to be told about Jesus' birth. Back then, people didn't like shepherds 
very much. They were poor and dirty and stinky. But God loved them and 
choice them to be the first to know about his new son.

15
Music

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God  
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom 
his favor rests.”  Luke 2:13-14

Singing is one way we can worship God. The angels gave a concert right there in that 
field for those shepherds. What a sight that must have been. What song do you like to 
sing about Jesus?

14
Angel 

But the angel said to them, 'Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great  
joy for all the people.' ”Luke 2:8-10

Angels are God's messengers. When are some other times when God sent his 
angels to deliver messages? (To Mary, to Joseph, to Zechariah) This time, they 
were announcing Jesus' birth to the shepherds.

13
Shepherd

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,  
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us  
about.” So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in  
the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been  
told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said  
to them. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had  
heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. Luke 2:15-18, 19-20

The shepherds were so excited to see Jesus. But their excitement after meeting 
him didn't end there. They went and told others about Jesus. We need to tell 
others about Jesus, too.

12
Wise Men

. . . Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been  
born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”  
Matthew 2:1-2

Magi is another word for Wise Men. The Wise Men new about the prophecies 
that said God would send his Son. They wanted to find Baby Jesus to honor him.
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11
Star

. . .and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the  
place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  Matthew 2:9-10

God sent a special star to lead the Wise Men to Jesus. Isn't that creative? God is 
so smart.

10
Sand

The Wise Men were from the East and had to travel very far through the desert 
to see him.  As we talked about earlier, they read prophecies that foretold of his 
birth. This is what the prophet Isaiah said long before Jesus was born.

Prepare the way of the LORD; Make straight in the desert, a highway for our God.  
Every valley shall be exalted and every mountain and hill brought low; the crooked  
places shall be made straight and the rough places smooth; the glory of the LORD shall  
be revealed,  and all flesh shall see it together; for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.  
Isaiah 40:1-5 (NKJV)

9
Three Gifts

On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down  
and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of  
gold, frankincense and myrrh. Matthew 2:11

Do you like getting gifts on your birthday? The Wise Men brought Baby Jesus 
gifts. These presents weren't the typical kind that a baby might want to play 
with. However, the gifts were very valuable and would help Mary and Joseph to 
take care of Jesus.

8
Crown

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his  
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,  
Prince of Peace.  Isaiah 9:6

Jesus has a lot of names, doesn't he? Let's talk about what these names mean.

7
Candle

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. John 1:5

Yesterday, we talked about the many names Jesus has. Jesus is also called the 
Light of the World. Do you remember the apple that we talked about? Because 
Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, all humans were separated from 
God. Sin is like darkness. God sent Jesus—his light—to lead us back to himself.

6
Cross

God sent Jesus for a special mission: to make it possible for us to be with God 
again, just like Adam and Eve in the garden. Our sin separates us from God. 
When Jesus was a grown-up man, he died on the cross so our sins could be 
forgiven.

He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for  
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 1 Peter 2:24
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5
Holly

This time of year, you may see decorations of holly leaves and red berries. Did 
you know that these remind us about Jesus dying on the cross for us? 

The thorns on the leaves remind us of the crown of thorns Jesus wore 
on the cross.“The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head.”  
John 19:2

The bright red berries remind us of the blood that Jesus shed so that we could be 
forgiven. “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one  
another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.” 1 John 1:7

4
Snow Flake

Doesn't snow remind you of Christmas? Snow also reminds us about 
forgiveness. Think about how white new snow looks. Now think about  how 
sin is dirty. Because God sent his son, Jesus; and because Jesus died on the 
cross for our sins; we can be forgiven. All the dirty sin is washed clean and we 
are like pure, white snow.

Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as  
crimson, they shall be like wool. Isaiah 1:18

3
Candy Cane

A sweet candy cane reminds us of God's greatest gift---salvation through Jesus 
(given to us as a baby so many Christmases ago).

Do you remember the verse that we read yesterday?
Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as  
crimson, they shall be like wool. Isaiah 1:18

Look at the candy cane. There are red and white colors on the cane. Taste the 
candy. This reminds us of the sweetness that comes with the forgiveness because 
Jesus died on the cross.

2
Heart

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in  
him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16

God sent his son Jesus to earth on Christmas so many years ago so that we could 
live with God in Heaven forever (that's what eternal means). But there is 
something we have to do first. We have to ask Jesus into our hearts. How do we 
do that? 1. We confess that we are sinful. 2. We tell God that we are sorry and 
ask God to forgive us. 3. We thank God for sending Jesus to save us by dying on 
the cross and rising again. 4. We promise to love and follow God with all our 
hearts.

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and  
with all your mind.” Matthew 22:37

This Christmas you can give Jesus a very special gift—your heart!
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1
Baby Jesus

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the  
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. John  
1:14

Aren't you thankful that God sent us his son, Jesus? Today is his birthday. Let's 
sing “Happy Birthday” to Jesus.
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